German versus Hun

Out German national character, that always wants the best
and so often loses the merely good.

OTTO  VON  BISMARCK,   1877

How is it that the Germans have no soul? They are slow in
perception and they do not allow their perception to ripen;
they are thwarted by professional preoccupations or everyday
affairs; so they make themselves mediocre, and remain
for ever like unripe fruits.

FRIEDRICH  NIETZSCHE,   1876-1879

The Germans alternate between surrender to foreign influ-
ences and a vengeful longing for originality, and the quite
unobjectionably good Germans, who are productive, have
been mediators, and have done their work as Europeans, like
Mozart and the historians, etc.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1876-1879

The Germans are afraid lest one should not credit them
with passion; so they forthwith make grimaces and commit
Excesses, not by reason of strong emotion, but in order to
make one believe in them.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1876-1879

Even of our greatest men one is obliged to say : cclf only they
had a little more genius, and a little less of the play-actor!"

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1876-1879
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Among us Germans there is so much killing of time with
trivial occupations ; for example, beer-drinking. The man who
sits over his morning or evening pint, smoking, perhaps,
and reading the newspapers, believes himself to be quite
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